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UKRAINE-AUSTRALIA:
COOPERATION BASED ON VALUES

The dynamics of relations between Ukraine and Australia is often determined
by pivotal world events and a number of domestic political factors affecting both
countries. Nevertheless, the position of official Canberra regarding the issue of
maintaining Ukraine’s territorial integrity, the prolongation of the sanction re-
gime for the Russian Federation and the continuation of unprecedented cooper-
ation within the framework of international organizations” activity is firm. The
country’s authorities are convinced that the issue of supporting Ukraine is for
Australia a fundamental prerequisite for maintaining the present world order
(that China is attempting to disrupt in the region) and the support of the United
States’ in its position as a main ally is equally important.

Australia traditionally makes a point of settling disputable issues in a peace-
ful way through valid international legal mechanisms, the country adheres to
the fulfilment of the Minsk-2 agreements in the Donbas region and encourages
Ukraine to apply all available international legal means in order to restore and
protect its sovereign right to retrieve Crimea to its territory. Sanctions imposed
by Australia against the Russian Federation in September 2017 were expanded
and prolonged for three more years or “until Russia fully fulfils its obligations
under the Minsk-2". This proves that Australia is committed to a long-term pro-
cess of the Ukrainian-Russian conflict settlement and is therefore ready to pre-
serve the regime of restrictive measures.

Australia has entirely discontinued its activities in the “Crimean” direction -
its vessels do not enter Crimea, business representatives do not work with Rus-
sian (Crimean) enterprises, citizens are not recommended to visit the penin-
sula, the elections conducted there are not recognized and observers are not
assigned to the peninsula. No contacts with official representatives of Russian
Crimea were recorded to be established whatsoever.

Australia has supported all international initiatives of Ukraine as to the hu-
man rights’ protection in Crimea (it was co-author of the UN General Assembly
resolution of the same name); publicly recognized the fact that Ukraine closed
down ports its in Crimea and appealed to the IMO member states not to recog-
nize claims of the Russian Federation to implement the IMO conventions and
to take control of this region, etc.
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Visit to New York by the Minister for Foreign Affairs Julie Bishop, 29 July 2015. Minister Julie Bishop and represen-
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As for the Donbas direction, Australia officially recognizes the conflict as a
foreign invasion, not a civil war.

The Foreign Policy White Paper of Australia for 2017, which reflects the for-
eign policy strategy of the country for the next 10 years, states that given the role
of Russia on the international scene, its policy affects Australia both in a direct
and indirect way. In this regard, despite Australia’s continued cooperation with
Russia and other states within the framework of the East Asia Summit that is
“the major regional forum in the field of politics and security”, along with other
international partners the country will oppose Russian policy in cases, when it
threatens global security. Notably Australia remains resolute in the case of in-
vestigating the shoot-down of the MN-17 flight and condemns the annexation
of Crimea and intrusion into eastern Ukraine by the Russian Federation.

The case of investigating the MN-17 tragedy is of special importance for Aus-
tralia, since 38 Australian citizens died because of this disaster. After the latest
results of the investigation were announced on May 24, 2018, Malcolm Turn-
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Employees of the Embassy of Ukraine in Australia congratulate participants of the Invictus Games in Sydney.
22.10.2018

bull, Prime Minister of Australia, Julie Bishop, Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Australia, and Christian Porter Attorney-General, have reproached Russia that
it must take blame for the crash of MN-17 aircraft. Australia together with the
Netherlands was the first to officially raise charges against Russia and demand-
ed the provision of compensation to the victims’ relatives.

Likewise, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Australia accused Russia of run-
ning a campaign of “distorting information and propaganda” that promotes
various “insane theories” designed to suspend the investigation.

As a matter of fact, it is believed in Australia that the Russian missile was
purposely brought to Ukraine and was “deployed to shoot down civilian air-
crafts”. Due to this common opinion, the cooperation between the two coun-
tries within the framework of the activities of the MN-17 Investigation Team is
comprehensive and fruitful.

The fundamental faculties of bilateral relations are the renewal of activities of
the powerful Australia-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group in the Aus-
tralian Parliament; the arrangement of the first ever visit of the President of the
Australian Senate to Ukraine; the contribution to raising the level of the diplo-
matic mission of Australia to Ukraine at an ambassadorial level; opening of the
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Honorary Consulate of Ukraine in
Sydney; the unprecedented interac-
tion regarding the issue of investigat-
ing the disaster of the MN-17 flight at
the bilateral level and in the context
of international procedures; passing
by the Senate of Australia a statement
on the occasion of the 85™ anniversa-
ry of the Holodomor of 1932-1933 in
Ukraine as well as the establishment
of new fields of cooperation.

Despite the geographical remote-
ness, the export of services has to some
extent increased. The creation of the
Australias own space agency, height-
ened interest in cybersecurity, ener-
gy cooperation, interactions with the
Antarctic region and other areas open
up new opportunities for Ukraine.

Economic Cooperation is largely Vyshyvanka Festivat at the National Gallery of Australia
related to the successful fulfilment of ™™
the Agreement between the Cabinet
of Ministers of Ukraine and the Government of Australia on cooperation in the
field of peaceful uses of nuclear energy, which enables to make Australia one of
Ukraine’s major partners in diversifying energy resources.

Particular consideration should be given to the activity of the Ukrainian com-
munity of Australia in its efforts to promote interests of Ukraine in Australia.
In this regard, Australian Ukrainians represented by the Australian Federation
of Ukrainian Organisations (AFUO) always support Ukraine’s foreign policy
initiatives, strengthen its positive image, influence on decisions of the Austra-
lian government regarding Ukraine, expand Ukraine’s informational presence
in Australia, launch and develop Ukrainian educational and cultural programs
in Australia. On behalf of the AFUO, over 60 appeals to the government and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Australia have been prepared and made. Thanks
to the financial assistance of the community, nearly 50 activities were conducted
in raising awareness about Ukraine, shedding light on what is happening there
as well as additional measures on supporting reforms in Ukraine and promoting
Ukrainian culture and traditions.

Although Ukraine and Australia are located on different continents, they
share common values, which make a considerable difference in times of great
global disturbance.

Cesamo suwusanku 6 Hayionanvniii eanepei Kanbeppu
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Anvbepmo XOCE AJIOHCO,
Haossuuaiinuii i [losnosaxruii ITocon
Apeenmuncuvkoi Pecny6nixu 6 Yxkpaini

CBATKYBAHHA
208-1 PIMHUIII TPABHEBOI PEBOJIIOIIIT

2018 pik € ma Hamoi KpaiHy oco6muBuM. Y 4epBHi 1993 poky noconbcTBO
Aprentunu B Kuesi Bnepie BifumHuio cBoi gsepi. OTxe, MU IIbOTOPiY CBAT-
KY€EMO JBafILATD ITATY PiYHNUINIO BiJKPUTTS HAIIOrO NPEACTAaBHULITBA B YyHO-
Bilf, rocTMHHIN YKpaiHi. OgHak 2018 pik € 1711 Hac BaK/IMBYM HeE TiJIbKM TOMY,
a Il uepe3 CyTTEBMII TOCTYTI, IKOTO MM JOCAIIM B HAIIMX IBOCTOPOHHIX BiIHO-
cuHax. CbOrofiHi MO>XKHa KOHCTATyBaTH, 110 BOHY € 3PIIMMU Ta B3AEMOBUTi]I-
HVIMM, CIIOBHEHVMM B3a€EMHOI IIOBary Ta po3syMiHHA. Hami B3aeMyHM MarTh
MIOJJa/IbIIly NIEPCIEKTUBY 3MiITHEHHSA Ta PO3BUTKY.

CyvacHnit OypX/IMBUIl NOMITUYHMI Aia/IOT, CBiIKaMM SIKOTO € HaIlli HapOAu,
3MILHUB TPAaMLIiHO SPY>KHi ABOCTOPOHHI BifHOCHMHM. Maro4n Harogy, Xxouy
KOPOTKO Bi[I3HAYNUTH [ieAKI BaXK/IMBI BiXM 1IbOTO IIPOLIECY.

21 BepecHsa 2017 poky Ha 72-1 cecii IenepanbHoi Acamb6rei Opranisaunii
O6’ennanux Hauiit B Hpio-Vlopky Binbymacs sycTpiu MiHicTpa 3akopmoH-
Hux cripaB AprenTuau Xopxe @opi Ta MiHicTpa 3aKOpJOHHUX CIIpaB YKpaiHu
[TaBma Knimkina. Ha niit syctpiui MiHicTpy 06roBOpMIN MOXIUBICTb Bi3UTY
IIpesupenTa Ykpainu Ilerpa Ilopomenka no Aprentunnu y 2018 poui i Bucno-
BIIM 3al]iKaB/IEHICTh y pO3LIMpeHH] Ta AuBepcudikamii ;BOCTOPOHHBOI TOP-
riB/i, BUBYEHHI MOXX/IMBOCTE CIIiBIIpalli y rajy3i KOCMi4HOI AisA/IbHOCTI.

Kpim Toro, y kBiTHi 11bOro poKy criBrososa Jlermyarcbkoi rpynu gpy>x6m 3 Ap-
reHTNHOW0 BepxoBHoi Pagy Ykpainn BikTop Pomaniok pasom 3 gemyrtarom Ta-
pacom KpemiHneM nepebyBamu 3 BisutoMm y byeHoc-Atipeci, ie BOHU 3ycTpimicsa
3 ronoBoo [TapramMeHTChbKOi Ipymu Apyx6m YkpaiHa—AprenTnHa Xopxe Pikapno
EnpikecoM Ta iHIIVIMM 4IeHaMy IPYIIN, Ha AKiil pO3MIAHYIN POPMIU ITOINO/IeH-
HA Ta aKTuBisawii chiBmpani, a Takox y4acTb y 140-i1 TenepanbHiit Acam6rnei
3 MDKIIap/IaMeHTChKIX 3B A3KiB, sIKa BifoymeTbes 2019 poky B byeHoc-Aripeci.



